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EFFECTIVENESS OF INVESTIGATIONS 
AGAINST PEOPLE OF THE CRIME OF 
MONEY LAUNDERING BY THE 
DIRECTORATE OF SPESIAL CRIMINAL 
RESEARCH OF THE SOUTH SULAWESI 
REGIONAL POLICE  
 
Abstract  
This research was conducted with the aim of (1) Knowing and analyzing 
the effectiveness of investigations into perpetrators of money laundering 
crimes by the special criminal investigation directorate of the South 
Sulawesi Regional Police, (2) Knowing and analyzing the factors that 
become obstacles, and efforts to overcome obstacles in investigations 
against perpetrators of money laundering crimes by the special criminal 
investigation directorate of the South Sulawesi Regional Police. This 
research method uses primary data and secondary data. Primary data was 
obtained through interviews, while secondary data was obtained through 
documents, scientific journals and scientific articles. The results of this 
research show that: (1) The effectiveness of investigations into 
perpetrators of money laundering crimes by the South Sulawesi Regional 
Police Special Directorate is said to be less effective because money 
laundering cases in 2022 experienced a three-fold increase in the number 
of cases from 2020 & 2021, even within a period of three years. Lastly, 
there are cases that are not processed because there are factors that become 
obstacles in the investigation of criminal acts of money laundering (2) 
Factors that become obstacles and efforts to overcome obstacles in the 
investigation of perpetrators of criminal acts of money laundering by the 
South Sulawesi Dirskremsus, where the factors Obstacles to 
investigations are: lack of human resources for police investigators 
handling money laundering cases, differences in law enforcement 
interpretations, high levels of bank secrecy, lack of compliance by financial 
service providers, technological capabilities misused by suspects to carry 
out their modus operandi in such a way as to disguise or even eliminate 
no trace at all in the transaction. Therefore, based on the research results, 
it was found that efforts to overcome obstacles in investigating 
perpetrators of money laundering crimes include: increasing human 
resources for police investigators, increasing understanding between law 
enforcers, increasing police access to banking, providing strict sanctions 
for banks that do not comply) 
Keywords: Investigation, Crime, Money Laundering.  
 
Abstrak 
Penelitian ini dilakukan dengan tujuan (1) Mengetahui dan 
menganalisis efektivitas penyidikan pelaku tindak pidana 
pencucian uang oleh Direktorat Reserse Kriminal Khusus 
Polda Sulawesi Selatan, (2) Mengetahui dan menganalisis 
faktor-faktor yang menjadi kendala, dan upaya mengatasi 
kendala penyidikan terhadap pelaku tindak pidana 
pencucian uang yang dilakukan oleh Direktorat Reserse 
Kriminal Khusus Polda Sulawesi Selatan. Metode penelitian 
ini menggunakan data primer dan data sekunder. Data 
primer diperoleh melalui wawancara, sedangkan data 
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sekunder diperoleh melalui dokumen, jurnal ilmiah, dan 
artikel ilmiah. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa: (1) 
Efektivitas penyidikan terhadap pelaku tindak pidana 
pencucian uang yang dilakukan Direktorat Khusus Polda 
Sulawesi Selatan dikatakan kurang efektif karena kasus 
pencucian uang pada tahun 2022 mengalami peningkatan 
jumlah sebanyak tiga kali lipat. kasus dari tahun 2020 & 
2021, bahkan dalam kurun waktu tiga tahun. Terakhir, 
adanya perkara yang tidak diproses karena terdapat faktor-
faktor yang menjadi kendala dalam penyidikan tindak 
pidana pencucian uang (2) Faktor-faktor yang menjadi 
penghambat dan upaya untuk mengatasi hambatan dalam 
penyidikan pelaku tindak pidana pencucian uang oleh 
pihak yang berwenang. Dirskremsus Sulawesi Selatan, 
dimana faktor penghambat penyidikan adalah: kurangnya 
sumber daya manusia penyidik kepolisian yang menangani 
kasus pencucian uang, perbedaan interpretasi penegakan 
hukum, tingginya tingkat kerahasiaan bank, kurangnya 
kepatuhan penyedia jasa keuangan, kemampuan teknologi 
yang disalahgunakan oleh tersangka untuk melakukan 
penyidikan. melakukan modus operandinya sedemikian 
rupa untuk menyamarkan atau bahkan menghilangkan jejak 
sama sekali dalam transaksi tersebut. Oleh karena itu, 
berdasarkan hasil penelitian ditemukan bahwa upaya untuk 
mengatasi hambatan dalam penyidikan pelaku tindak 
pidana pencucian uang antara lain: meningkatkan sumber 
daya manusia penyidik kepolisian, meningkatkan 
pemahaman antar aparat penegak hukum, meningkatkan 
akses polisi terhadap perbankan, memberikan sanksi yang 
tegas bagi bank yang melakukan tindak pidana pencucian 
uang. tidak mematuhi) 
Kata Kunci : Penyidikan, Kejahatan, Pencucian Uang. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

The 1945 NRI Constitution Article 1 paragraph (3) confirms that the State of Indonesia 
is a legal state. Law is a norm or rule that lives in society, in the form of norms of decency, 
decency, religion and the constitution that are binding on all members of society. Money 
laundering or money laundering It has been categorized as a crime committed by both 
individuals and corporations in the Criminal Procedure Code (KUHAP). One of the 
institutions given the authority to carry out inquiries and investigations is the State Police of 
the Republic of Indonesia. The interest of the police in their position as criminal investigators 
illustrates that law enforcement in the context of the criminal justice system is the main door 
of other law enforcement officials. Money Laundering is a term that is often heard from 
various mass media, which is termed money laundering, money bleaching, money panning 
or it could also be cleaning money from the results of illegal (dirty) transactions. The problem 
of money laundering crimes causes losses to an individual, society or country. Money 
laundering is becoming more sophisticated due to the development of technological tools. So 
the criminal act of money laundering is also increasingly difficult to detect (know). Laws in 
general are provisions that become the rules of community life that are controlling, 
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preventing, binding and coercive. Furthermore, criminal law or public law is the law that 
regulates acts that are prohibited by law which results in the application of legal sanctions in 
the form of suffering (nestapa) for the person who commits them and fulfills the elements of 
the act mentioned in the criminal law. Criminal procedural law is also called formal law. 
Criminal procedural law is a collection of provisions regarding procedures for investigating, 
prosecuting and trying people who are deemed to have violated a provision in criminal law. 
The main duties of the National Police of the Republic of Indonesia are stated in Article 13 of 
Law Number 2 of 2002 as follows: 
a. Maintain public security and order; 
b. Enforcing the law; 
c. Providing protection, protection and service to the community. 

Judgments about good and bad are moral judgments, because morals are true values for 
humans. This means that there is human moral awareness in attitudes and behavior. Moral 
awareness is human awareness of oneself, where we see ourselves in the face of good and 
bad. The duties, functions and authorities of investigators based on Article 7 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code are: 
a. Receiving a report or complaint from someone regarding a criminal act; 
b. Take the first action at the scene; 
c. Ordering a suspect to stop and checking the suspect's personal identification; 
d. Carrying out arrests, detention, searches and confiscations; 
e. It is.  Carrying out inspection and confiscation of letters; 
f. Taking fingerprints and photographing a person; 
g. Taking people to be heard and examined as suspects or witnesses; 
h. Bring in the necessary expert persons in connection with the examination of the matter; 
i. Holding an end to the investigation; 
j. Conducting other actions according to the responsible law. 

According to Article 1 point 10 of Law Number 2 of 2002 concerning the State Police of 
the Republic of Indonesia that "Investigators are officials of the State Police of the Republic of 
Indonesia who are authorized by law to carry out investigations." According to Article 1 point 
13 of Law Number 2 of 2002 Regarding the National Police of the Republic of Indonesia that 
"Investigation is a series of investigative actions in terms and according to the methods 
regulated by law to search for and collect evidence which will shed light on the criminal act 
that occurred and in order to find the suspect." The legal basis that regulates the State Police 
of the Republic of Indonesia is Law Number 8 of 1981, the Criminal Procedure Code, Law 
Number 2 of 2002 concerning the State Police of the Republic of Indonesia and the legal basis 
that regulates Money Laundering is Law Number 8 of 2010 concerning amendments to Law 
Number 25 of 2003 concerning Prevention and Eradication of the Crime of Money 
Laundering. Article 1 point 1 of Law Number 8 of 2010 concerning amendments to Law 
Number 25 of 2003 concerning Prevention and Eradication of the Crime of Money Laundering 
states that "Money Laundering is any act that fulfills the elements of a criminal act in 
accordance with the provisions of the Law This." and explained in Article 3, Article 4, and 
Article 5. This law is very important to study and know, because everything in nature is 
regulated by the law in the Koran. Allah emphasizes that the creation of the heavens and the 
earth and everything in between was not in vain, but there are certain rules that govern it. 
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In fact, based on data from the Special Criminal Investigation Directorate of the South 
Sulawesi Regional Police regarding money laundering criminal cases, in 2020 there was 1 case, 
in 2021 there was 1 case, but in 2022 there was an increase in the number of cases because this 
year there were 3 criminal cases. money laundering. The crime of money laundering should 
not be allowed to continue because it is regulated in Law Number 8 of 2010 concerning 
amendments to Law Number 25 of 2003 concerning the Prevention and Eradication of the 
Crime of Money Laundering and if the crime of money laundering is not If prevented and 
handled properly, it will threaten economic stability and the integrity of the financial system, 
but can also endanger the foundations of social, national and state life. Therefore, the 
performance of investigators is needed in preventing and dealing with money laundering 
crimes in Makassar City, not only to arrest the perpetrators but also to pursue the assets 
resulting from crime as well as uncovering the original crime of the perpetrators. Based on the 
description above, the author is interested in studying and researching the problem of 
investigating money laundering crimes at the South Sulawesi Regional Police, with the 
title"Effectiveness of Investigations Against Perpetrators of Money Laundering by the Special 
Criminal Investigation Directorate of the South Sulawesi Regional Police" 

 
METHODS RESEARCH  

The data needed in this research is oriented towards the actions of all groups who play 
an important role in the effectiveness of investigations into perpetrators of money laundering 
crimes by the South Sulawesi Regional Police's special criminal investigation directorate. 
Starting from the basic research and scientific considerations above, this type of empirical 
research has been determined, which is research with a legal approach in society and aims to 
accurately describe the characteristics of an individual, the situation or symptoms of a 
particular group or to determine the distribution of a symptom or to determine whether 
whether there is a relationship between a symptom and other symptoms in society. This 
research sometimes starts from a hypothesis, sometimes not, can form new theories or 
strengthen existing theories, and can use qualitative data. 

This research uses a type of empirical research which generally includes: 
1. Data Primer 

Primary data is data obtained directly in the field which is raw data that still requires 
further processing. This primary data source was obtained through interviews orinterview or 
obtained through distributing questionnaires to parties who are deemed to have knowledge 
or mastery of the issues to be discussed. 
2. Data Seconds 

Secondary data is data obtained from documents, journals and articles obtained from 
agencies regarding the number of cases submitted and completed, or documents on 
developments in the last few years. Secondary data is also obtained from library studies, 
namely collecting data from laws, books and expert opinion works. 
Data Collection Techniques 

Data collection techniques in this case are carried out by, 
1. Literature Review, namely studying and reviewing data in various literature. 
2. Interview, namely collecting data directly from respondents and information, namely one 

person in the form of questions and answers regarding the main problem. 
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3. Documentation study, namely collecting data through recording existing information and 
documentation related to research problems, and the documentation is used as study 
material that is relevant to the research. 

Population and Sample 
The population is the total number of people who are related to the effectiveness of 

investigations into perpetrators of money laundering crimes in South Sulawesi, but with more 
than one in number, so for it to be effective and efficient, samples need to be drawn randomly, 
so that the entire population has the same opportunity to be drawn as a sample. The samples 
in this research are: 
1) 15 South Sulawesi Regional Police Investigators 
2) 10 people in the community 
Data analysis 

Data analysis was carried out using qualitative analysis methods. Qualitative data 
analysis, which is generally used in social science research, including legal science, is carried 
out on data that cannot be quantified, such as: library materials, interview results, and 
statutory regulations related to the problem being studied. The data analysis process in this 
research begins by reviewing all the data collected. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Effectiveness of Investigations Against Perpetrators of Money Laundering Crimes by the 
Special Criminal Investigation Directorate of the South Sulawesi Regional Police 

Effectiveness comes from the word effective. Effectiveness is always related between 
expected results and actual results. The National Police of the Republic of Indonesia is one of 
the functions of the state government in the field of maintaining security and public order, 
law enforcement, protection, protection and service to the community. The crime of money 
laundering is a type of white-collar crime, where the crime of money laundering is a 
continuation of other crimes, which are usually committed by individuals or corporations 
within the borders of a country or carried out across borders. other regions. Money laundering 
occurs when funds from illegal activities are placed and transferred through financial 
institutions with the aim of disguising their origin and reintegrating them into the legitimate 
formal economy. So, money laundering is basically the process of hiding, disguising, moving 
or using money that is known to be the proceeds of crime. This activity is intended to change 
money from illegal activities (dirty money) to legal (clean money) through these three steps. 
The objective element of the criminal act of money laundering (actus reus) can be seen in the 
activities of placing, transferring, paying or spending, giving or donating, entrusting, taking 
abroad, exchanging or carrying out other actions on assets. To find out whether the handling 
of money laundering crimes at the Special Criminal Investigation Directorate of the South 
Sulawesi Regional Police is effective, less effective, or ineffective. So it can be seen from the 
description of the response process and the figures for money laundering crimes committed 
by the South Sulawesi Regional Police in the last 3 years whether there has been an increase 
or decrease in the following table: 

Table 1 Number of Money Laundering Cases from 2020 to 2022 
Period Incoming Cases   Processed Cases 
2020 1   1 
2021 1   - 
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2022 3   - 
Amount 5   1 

Data Source: South Sulawesi Regional Police Dirskremsus Data 2023 
  
From the description of the table above, it can be seen regarding the number of money 

laundering cases that in the last 3 years there were 5 cases. There is a similarity in the number 
of cases from the 2020-2021 period. In 2020 there was 1 number of cases and in 2021 there was 
also 1 number of cases, then there are indications of a significant increase in 2022 to 3 cases. 
Based on the table in the last 3 years there were 5 cases and only 1 was processed related to 
the case. The crime of money laundering in 2020 is the crime of corruption and the crime of 
money laundering by misusing the mayor's hibab funds for the 2017-2018 fiscal year.  

South Sulawesi Regional Police Special Criminal Investigation Unit consisting of DIR 
RESKRIMSUS, WADIR RESKRIMSUS, KABAG WASSIDIK consisting of KANIT I, II, III and 
PANIT I, II, III, KABAG BINOPSNAL consisting of KASUBAGMIN OPSNAL, 
PAURSUBAGMIN OPSNAL and KASUBBAGNEV, PAURSUBBAGNEV, hereinafter THE 
KASUBBAG RENMIN consists of KAURREN, KAURMIN, KAURKEU, KAURTU and 
PAMIN I-VII and 3 KASUBDIT as well as other member investigators. According to the 
author, the formation of the organizational structure of the Special Criminal Investigation 
Unit of the South Sulawesi Regional Police will make it easier to distribute the resolution of 
criminal cases. Brigadier Nanda stated that: "Money laundering uses the principles of 
concealment, transfer and investment. First, the money is hidden so that it is not directly 
related to criminal acts. Then, it is transferred through a financial institution. Finally, the 
money is invested in a legitimate business entity so that it can be used like other forms of 
capital.” Brigadier Firdaus stated that: "Disclosure of criminal acts of money laundering is not 
only from PPATK reports, but also from the results of police investigations, namely 
investigations into original cases carried out by suspects." According to the author, 
investigators are developing a predicate criminal case by investigating the possibility that a 
money laundering crime has occurred by the suspect, as a continuation of the predicate 
criminal act. In this case, investigators can ask PPATK to trace the flow of funds carried out 
by the suspect, so that there is evidence that the suspect has also committed a money 
laundering crime. Bripka Muhajir stated that: "The process of arresting suspects in money 
laundering criminal cases is carried out by investigators. "Especially if the suspect shows an 
uncooperative attitude, it makes the investigator even more suspicious, so the investigator 
has an interest in arresting and detaining the suspect so that the investigation process can run 
smoothly and the investigator can develop the case because this money laundering crime 
usually involves many people as suspects." Money Laundering behavior is not only 
detrimental to society but also detrimental to the state because this action results in losses to 
the national economy or state finances. Based on the development of money laundering 
crimes in the last 3 years, and in 2022 there will be an increase in the number of cases and 
there are cases that are not being processed, the effectiveness of investigations into 
perpetrators of money laundering crimes by the Special Criminal Investigation Directorate of 
the South Sulawesi Regional Police is said to be less effective, so the police must make efforts 
to more effective ways in dealing with money laundering crimes in Makassar City. 
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Factors Constituting Obstacles and Efforts to Overcome Obstacles in Investigations of 
Money Laundering Perpetrators by the Special Criminal Investigation Directorate of the 
South Sulawesi Regional Police 

Indonesia as a country of law requires law enforcement in all aspects, including law 
enforcement against money laundering crimes in the criminal justice system. In essence, the 
effectiveness of investigations into perpetrators of money laundering crimes lies in the factors 
that influence them. The following are the factors that become obstacles in the investigation 
of perpetrators of money laundering crimes, as follows. 
1. Lack of Human Resources for Police Investigators 

The factor of the lack of Human Resources for Police Investigators at the Special 
Criminal Investigation Directorate of the South Sulawesi Regional Police is one of the 
indicators that also influences the prevention and control of money laundering crimes because 
investigators in carrying out their duties in terms of repressive actions against money 
laundering perpetrators have clear stages and processes. systematic basis based on applicable 
laws and regulations. As explained in the Criminal Procedure Code (KUHAP) and Law 
Number 2 of 2002 concerning the National Police of the Republic of Indonesia regarding the 
duties, functions and authority of investigators.Law Number 8 of 2010 concerning 
Amendments to Law Number 25 of 2003 concerning Prevention and Eradication of the Crime 
of Money Laundering states that the handling of inquiries and investigations into criminal 
acts of money laundering is under the authority of the Police, specifically the Special Criminal 
Investigation Agency of the Indonesian Police, Baeskrim POLRI). During an investigation, the 
police must obtain evidence that will be presented to the prosecutor, to be revealed at trial. In 
this case, it is not an easy problem because the perpetrators take advantage of the financial 
system to disguise the proceeds of their crime, especially since it must be linked to the original 
crime. Article 6 paragraph 1 of the Criminal Procedure Code states that investigators are 
officials of the Republic of Indonesia state police and certain civil servant officials who are 
given special authority by law. The following are the requirements for the rank and 
appointment of investigating officials of the Indonesian National Police as explained in Article 
2A paragraph 1 of PP Number 58 of 2010 concerning Amendments to PP Number 27 of 1983 
concerning the Implementation of the Criminal Procedure Code: Police who fulfill the rank 
requirements with the following details: 
a. The lowest rank is Second Inspector of Police and a minimum of a bachelor's degree or 

equivalent; 
b. Served in the field of investigative functions for a minimum of 2 (two) years; 
c. Attend and pass specialization development education for criminal investigation 

functions; 
d. Have the ability and high moral integrity 

According to the author, based on research results, the number of Special Criminal 
Investigation investigators for the South Sulawesi Regional Police is relatively small and not 
commensurate with the number of cases submitted. The cases handled are not only limited to 
money laundering crimes, but also cover all types of criminal acts. Meanwhile, investigators 
handling money laundering criminal cases only consist of Corruption Corruption 
Investigators. South Sulawesi is a large area and is categorized as a metropolitan city, so the 
number of police investigators required is also large. Not only is the number of police 
investigating personnel relatively small, but there is a limited number of personnel who are 
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truly competent in handling various types of cases, especially money laundering criminal 
cases. Where the competence of investigators is uneven because a small number have quite 
good abilities. So, the process of handling cases is quite slow.         
2. Difference Law Enforcement Interpretation 

Law enforcers include police, prosecutors, lawyers, and their institutions who 
determine whether legal regulations are implemented or not, implemented according to the 
rules or not, they are the ones who determine. In the stage of overcoming the crime of money 
laundering, the role of law enforcement cannot be separated because it is to realize the values 
of justice and humanity, therefore it is with law enforcement that the law becomes a reality. 
The key to fair and authoritative law enforcement is the personality of the law enforcers. The 
public tends to interpret the law as law officers, meaning that the law is identified with the 
real behavior of officers or law enforcers, especially the police. In reality, the Public Prosecutor 
sometimes has a different view from the Police investigator regarding the money laundering 
case that is being handled, this makes it difficult for the investigator to handle the case, so that 
in certain cases, the investigator has to declare that he has stopped investigating the case 
because the investigator cannot complete the case file. as desired by the Public Prosecutor. 
Investigators have quite a sharp view regarding the handling of cases because in the hands of 
investigators they first unravel the darkness of the criminal cases that have occurred. So, 
without an understanding between the investigator and the public prosecutor, the case 
becomes more difficult. Bripka Dicky stated that: "The main obstacle in law enforcement 
against the crime of money laundering is disagreement between law enforcers which can 
cause the investigation process to become long-winded." According to the author, 
understanding between law enforcers in evidence is very necessary, especially to prove the 
elements of criminal acts in accordance with the articles alleged against the suspect. The role 
of law enforcement is very necessary in the effectiveness of investigations into perpetrators of 
money laundering crimes, especially in the case of repressive measures because officers play 
an important role in the functioning of the law. If the regulations are good, but the quality of 
law enforcement is low then there will be problems. Likewise, if the regulations are bad while 
the quality of the officers is good, then problems may also arise. 
3. Bank Confidentiality is Quite High 

Banks must keep the identity of their customers confidential, where bank confidentiality 
is protected by law. This is regulated in Article 1 number 28 of Law Number 10 of 1998 
concerning Amendments to Law Number 7 of 1992 concerning Banking that "Bank secrets are 
anything related to information regarding deposit customers and their deposits." Money 
laundering through banking institutions This is a method that has been used for a long time. 
Through the financial system at banking institutions, criminals can invest and manage funds, 
including deposits, transfers, foreign exchange, and sending funds to accounts in different 
names and countries. Conditions like these allow criminals to keep secrets, hide, cover-up, or 
disguise the nature or source of money obtained legally. Smurfing or structuring has to do 
with the act of breaking up very large amounts of illegal funds into small amounts and then 
storing them in some bank accounts to avoid minimum reporting requirements. In this way, 
the illicit funds are converted into an amount that is still below the reporting requirements. 
To disguise the account owner and the origin of the funds, the bank account is opened in the 
name of a company or other legal entity. So, in this way, large amounts of funds originating 
from illegal activities can escape reporting requirements. If conditions like this occur, the illicit 
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funds are ready to move without attracting the attention of bank employees and law 
enforcement authorities. On the other hand, with bank confidentiality guaranteed by law, 
criminals feel more protected and are free to use banking services to commit money 
laundering crimes.. Bripka Athma stated that: "The obstacle in investigating criminal acts of 
money laundering is that obtaining permission from Bank Indonesia is not easy and must go 
through a complicated and long licensing process, while the time for handling cases is 
relatively short. 
4. Lack of Compliance by Financial Service Providers 

Financial service providers deliberately do not provide complete transaction evidence 
to Police investigators if they have collaborated with perpetrators of money laundering 
crimes. Certain individuals in banking are not transparent in providing complete evidence of 
transactions carried out by suspects if there is an understanding between the suspect and 
certain banking individuals in return. Bripka Tahril stated that: "The lack of compliance by 
financial service providers means that legal officers who try to obtain evidence are certainly 
unable to obtain complete evidence so that the evidentiary process is hampered. "According 
to the author, financial service providers should show behavior that supports anti-money 
laundering by being transparent with law enforcement officers and banks as financial service 
providers need to know the identity of every financial service user well and immediately 
report anything suspicious. However, many banks do not apply principles in financial 
transactions.  
5. Technology advances 

Technological advances have caused the money laundering techniques used by suspects 
to become increasingly sophisticated, making it difficult for police investigators to provide 
evidence. The suspect can use his modus operandi to disguise his involvement in a transaction 
or even completely eliminate traces of a transaction. Transactions can take place quickly across 
a country's territorial borders due to increasingly sophisticated technological developments 
so that transactions do not have to be carried out in a certain place but can also be carried out 
anywhere via mobile banking. Based on the description regarding the factors that become 
obstacles in the investigation of perpetrators of money laundering crimes. where firmness and 
supervision of law enforcers and the role of the community, in this case financial service 
providers, in legal awareness is very necessary to support the implementation of a good 
criminal justice system.Furthermore, efforts to overcome obstacles in the investigation of 
perpetrators of money laundering crimes are as follows: 
1. Increasing human resources for police investigators 

As the author has stated above, the number of investigators is relatively small, not 
commensurate with the number of cases submitted and handled, not just money laundering 
crimes but all types of criminal acts. Meanwhile, investigators handling money laundering 
criminal cases only consist of Corruption Corruption Investigators. Therefore, by adding 
additional investigative personnel, handling cases, especially money laundering criminal 
cases, does not take more time and makes it easier to distribute money laundering criminal 
cases. 

Table 2. Effect of Increasing Human Resources for Police Investigators on Efforts to 
Overcome Obstacles in Investigations of Perpetrators of Money Laundering Crimes by the 

South Sulawesi Regional Police's Dirskremsus 
No. Respondent's opinion Frequency Percentage 
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1. Influential 18 72 
2. Less influential 5 20 
3. No effect 2 8 
  Amount 25 100 

Source: Data processed from 2023 questionnaire 
Based on the table above, 18 or 72% of respondents answered that they had influence, 5 

or 20% had less influence, and 2 or 8% had no influence. So it can be determined that the factor 
of increasing human resources for police investigators is very influential on efforts to 
overcome obstacles in investigating perpetrators of money laundering crimes. 
2. Increasing Understanding Between Law Enforcement 

Based on what the author has previously stated from research results, the main obstacle 
in law enforcement for money laundering is that there are often disagreements between law 
enforcers, which can cause the investigation process to become long-winded. Where police 
investigators need to discuss/share ideas regarding the Money Laundering Crime Law so that 
an understanding is created between law enforcers in its implementation. Discussion/sharing 
between law enforcers, especially Police Investigators and Prosecutors, is used to complement 
each other. Bripka Dicky stated that: "The sharing/discussion process to increase 
understanding between law enforcers becomes easier if they understand each other because 
sometimes sectoral egos between the police and the prosecutor's office often become an 
obstacle because one feels they know more than the other." 

Table 3 Effect of Increasing Understanding Between Law Enforcers on Efforts to 
Overcome Obstacles in Investigations of Perpetrators of Money Laundering Crimes by the 

South Sulawesi Regional Police's Special Directorate of Criminal and Criminal Investigation 
 

No. Respondent's opinion Frequency   Percentage 
1. Influential 14   56 
2. Less influential 7   28 
3. No effect 4   14 
  Amount 25   100 

Source: Data processed from 2023 questionnaire 
 Based on the table above, increasing understanding between law enforcers has a big 

influence on efforts to overcome obstacles in investigating perpetrators of money laundering 
crimes. Thus, the responses of respondents said that the effectiveness of investigations into 
perpetrators of money laundering crimes greatly influences the morality of law enforcers. 
According to the table above, 56% of those who answered had influence, 28% had less 
influence, and 14% had no influence. 
3. Increasing Police Access to Banking 

Based on what the author has stated previously, the obstacle to investigations is that 
bank secrecy is quite high, where bank secrecy is protected by law and regulated in Article 1 
number 28 of Law Number 10 of 1998 concerning Amendments to Law Number 7 of 1992 
concerning Banking. Even though bank secrecy is quite high, it is one of the obstacles in 
investigating money laundering crimes because obtaining permission from Bank Indonesia is 
not easy through a complicated and time-consuming process, while the case handling time is 
relatively short. Therefore, police investigators need easier access to banking without having 
to involve Bank Indonesia so that the process of investigating money laundering cases is 
carried out easily and quickly to create efficient and effective case handling. 
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Table 4. Effect of Increasing Police Access to Banking on Efforts to Overcome Obstacles 
in Investigating Perpetrators of Money Laundering Crimes by the South Sulawesi Regional 

Police's Dirskremsus 
No. Respondent's opinion Frequency   Percentage 
1. Influential 15   60 
2. Less influential 7   28 
3. No effect 3   12 
  Amount 25   100 

Source: Data processed from 2023 questionnaire 
Based on the table above, it shows that the majority of respondents or 15 respondents 

or 60% stated that increasing police access to banking is one of the factors that influences 
efforts to overcome obstacles in investigating perpetrators of money laundering crimes. A 
total of 7 respondents or 28% stated that increasing police access to banking was one of the 
factors that influenced efforts to overcome obstacles in investigating perpetrators of money 
laundering crimes, and as many as 3 respondents or 12% stated that increasing police access 
to banking was one one factor that influences efforts to overcome obstacles in investigating 
perpetrators of money laundering crimes. 
4. There are strict sanctions for banks that do not comply 

Based on what the author has stated previously, the obstacle to investigations is the lack 
of compliance by financial service providers, where based on the results of research 
previously stated, certain individuals in banking deliberately do not provide complete 
transaction evidence to Police investigators if they collaborate with perpetrators of money 
laundering crimes so that the process evidence is hampered. In this case, Bank Indonesia has 
the authority to impose sanctions on banks in general so that compliance continues. Therefore, 
there needs to be strict sanctions for banks that do not comply. 

Table 10. The Effect of Strict Sanctions for Banks Who Do Not Comply on Efforts to 
Overcome Obstacles in Investigating Perpetrators of Money Laundering Crimes by the 

South Sulawesi Regional Police's Dirskremsus 
 No.   Respondent's opinion Frequency Percentage 
1.   Influential 16 64 
2.   Less influential 4 16 
3.   No effect 5 20 
    Amount 25 100 

Source: Data processed from 2023 questionnaire 
The table above illustrates that the existence of strict sanctions for banks that do not 

comply has an impact on the effectiveness of investigations into perpetrators of money 
laundering crimes by the special criminal investigation directorate of the South Sulawesi 
regional police. Respondents who answered that it had influence were 16 people or 64% and 
those who answered that it had little influence were 4 people or 16%. Those who answered 
that it had no influence were 5 people or 20%.  
The Relevance of Theory to Research Results 
1. The relevance between the theory of legal effectiveness and research results is that, as we 

know, legal effectiveness is the working power of the law to regulate and force citizens to 
obey the law. Therefore, there is a relevance between the theory of legal effectiveness and 
the results of the researchers' research, where in 2022 there will be a 3x increase in the 
number of cases compared to 2021 and 2020. Of the total money laundering criminal cases 
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entered in the last 3 years, only 1 case was processed, the others were not processed because 
There are several factors that become obstacles in investigating money laundering 
criminals, including: lack of human resources for police investigators who handle money 
laundering criminal cases, differences in law enforcement interpretations, high levels of 
bank secrecy, lack of compliance by financial service providers, technological capabilities 
misused by suspects. to carry out its modus operandi in such a way as to disguise or even 
completely eliminate traces of transactions, the effectiveness of investigations into 
perpetrators of money laundering crimes by the special criminal investigation directorate 
of the South Sulawesi Regional Police is said to beless effective. 

2. The relevance between law enforcement theory and research results is that law 
enforcement is realizing the values of justice and humanity, therefore it is with law 
enforcement that law becomes a reality. Therefore, the relevance of law enforcement theory 
with research results is that law enforcement officers, especially in the South Sulawesi 
Regional Police, are expected to efficiently and effectively seek the truth and realize justice. 
However, in reality, based on research data, the author concludes that there are several 
factors that become obstacles in the investigation of perpetrators of money laundering 
crimes by the special criminal investigation directorate of the South Sulawesi Regional 
Police. Therefore, based on the research results, it is necessary to make efforts to overcome 
obstacles in investigating criminal acts of money laundering, including: increasing human 
resources for police investigators, increasing understanding between law enforcers, 
increasing police access to banking, and providing strict sanctions for banks that do not 
comply. 

 
CONCLUSION  

The effectiveness of investigations into perpetrators of money laundering crimes by the 
special criminal investigation directorate of the South Sulawesi Regional Police is less effective 
because in 2022 the number of cases of money laundering has increased three times compared 
to 2020 and 2021, even in the last three years there have been cases involving not processed 
because there are factors that become obstacles in investigating criminal acts of money 
laundering, including lack of human resources for police investigators, differences in law 
enforcement interpretations, high levels of bank secrecy, lack of compliance by financial 
service providers, misuse of technological capabilities. Some factors influence the 
effectiveness of investigations into perpetrators of money laundering crimes by the special 
criminal investigation directorate of the South Sulawesi Regional Police. Therefore, based on 
the research results, it was found that efforts to overcome obstacles in investigating 
perpetrators of money laundering crimes include: increasing human resources for police 
investigators, increasing understanding between law enforcers, increasing police access to 
banking, providing strict sanctions for banks that do not comply. 
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